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Parent Information
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Wednesday 4th February 2026

Craig Tyrie - Vice Principal Achievement
Claire Davies - Associate Assistant Principal Logistics
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Support that your child will receive & : E&%&E

during the options process: E e

e Support from the KS3 pastoral team
e Support from subject staff

e Support from senior staff

e Support from our careers team

e Support from SEND specialists

e Support from yourselves
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Pastoral Support

e We are aware that these decisions are big ones in the
lives of your children. We are inviting you in so that you
are as involved in the process as you can possibly be.

e There are a team of staff in Key Stage 3 that are happy
to support whenever we can throughout this process.




Pastoral Support 2 5&5&5
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Many of you will already have our details but feel free
to get in touch if you need any support or guidance.

Communication is key for us so please stay in contact.
You can do this via phone or email.

teamks3@oatforge.co.uk
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® English Language

® English Literature

® Mathematics

® Science

® Geography or History
Non-examined

® PSHE (Personal, Social, Health, Economic Education)

® Physical education (practical)

® PRE (Philosophy, Religion and Ethics)
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Optional subjects 3&5&5
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e Students have an options sheet with a choice
of additional subjects to study at Key Stage 4.

e Some subjects are those they study already;
some are new subjects to them.

e Students will study 2 options subjects - we ask
them to choose 2 and a reserve choice.

e The final blockings of the options will be built

around the choices of the majority of students.
I I B




Lesson time in KS4  [Q5%%
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English Language / Literature - 5 lessons
Mathematics - 4 lessons
Science - 4 lessons

Option subjects - 3 lessons each
PSHE - 1 lesson
PRE - 1 lesson

®
®
®
® Geography or History - 3 lessons
®
®
o
e Physical education - 1 lesson
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How to find out about subjects
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e Read the options booklet.
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Uniform Year 9 Options 2026
. . Reswards Students will be choosing their options in
l In this section e support year 9 and they will have two years in Key
im
Stage 4, during this time they will study a
Homework/Independen  sandwelsea minimum of eight subjects.
Study Housel
Uniform Duke of Eciifirgh Award
Rewards Year 9 Options 2026
Student Handbook
Exam Support
Careers
Sandwell Sea S
Cadets
Academy Day

House Information o . S
Personal, Social, Health, Economic Education (PSHE) -1 Period per week

Duke of Edinburgh
Award . .
What are the option choices?
Year 9 Options 2026
Firstly, students need to decide whether they wish to study combined
Student Handbook

science (4 periods per week) or triple science (7 periods per week). This then




How to find out about subjects

GCSE - English Language Ciliia tuinse™

English i invaluable Tor your fulisfe, nd matler what you are aiming for. A good command of the apaken and wrillen
winrd will balp you evary day of your Life. Whatever you end up doing, English is 3 must have subject far college,
university, wark and life!

What will | study?

Yeou will analyse how wrilers use language and struclure 1o present their ideas ina range of fictian and non-ficlion
texts. You will also hawe the opporturity to write creatively and in nan-fiction scenarics, communicating your ideas
effectively. Skills that you learn here will alsa help with your study of English Literature.

All examinations arg tier-less, masning that there isno Limit to the grade yau can achiswe!

Hew will | be assessed?
This gualification will be assessed through bwa written examinations at the end of year 11, bath of which are
compulsary. Al texts n this examination will be wnsesn

MOOULE ELEMENTS ASSESSMENT DATE *

Paper 1: = I Section A, vou will answer Four compulsary 1hr &5ming Jure | 50
questions about are single. unseen fext thai was. 2078

Exploratsans. writben in the 209k or 2151 century

n Creative

Aeaming and = In Section B, you will answer tne compulsary

‘Writing question from a chalce of b that asks vou o write
craatively fram 3 gaen stimislus.

Paper 2: = In Section &, you will answer four compulsary 1hr &5mins June L1
questions about twa unseen texts taken from Z0ze

Writers' different eras, including the 19th century: ane

WREW pings shorter question, twa longer questions that ask you

and abaut both texts and ane extended questian that will

Perspectives ask you to campare aspecis of bath tests.

Al tasks will In Section B, you will be asked to write a specified
be lnked nen-fictian text in which you will be asked to present
thematically your awn pont af view ahout a given subject.

Speaking and listening - Non Examination Assessment

The shill of presenting points of view and responding to quesiions will be assessed by your teacher. H remains a
compulsary compenent of the qualification but will nat farm part of your final grada, Instead, it will be a separate
endorserment an pour certificate.

Ormistan Forgs Academy - Year ¥ Opbans
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e Read the options booklet.
e Speak to staff who deliver the courses.

e Speak to older students who are on the
courses.

e Careers Advice - Mrs Benson.

e SEND support — Mrs Kirby and Mrs Chambers.

e Trial the subjects on the taster day.
E— I
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e Many subjects will be running taster sessions
for all students in their normal lessons from
Monday 2nd to Thursday 5th March.

e Taster day - Friday 6th March 2026.

e Students have chosen 3 subjects that they
wish to trial on the taster day.




Key dates
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® Friday 6th March - Key Stage 4 taster day.

® Monday 9th March - Option sheets distributed to
students.

® Wednesday 11th March 3.45-6.00pm - Year 9 Parents
Evening.

® Friday 20th March - Deadline for submitting final option
choices.

® Friday 22nd May - Letter sent home to parents
confirming option choices.
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If you have any
immediate questions,
please come and speak to
us at the end ...
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daviesc@oatforge.co.uk - Associate Assistant Principal
Logistics

tyriec@oatforge.co.uk - Vice Principal Achievement
downingn@oatforge.co.uk - Assistant Head of Year 9
poynerc@oatforge.co.uk - Year 9 Pastoral Leader
bensond@oatforge.co.uk - Careers advisor

kKirbya@oatforge.co.uk - SEND support
chambersh@oatforge.co.uk - SEND support
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