
Year 9                                               
Parent Information 

Evening
Tuesday 20th February 2024

Wednesday 21st February 2024

Dave Jenks - Assistant Principal for KS3
Natasha Wiseman – Head of Year 9
Claire Davies - Associate Assistant Principal for Logistics



Welcome



Support that your child will receive 
during the options process:

• Support from the KS3 pastoral team
• Support from subject staff
• Support from senior staff
• Support from our careers team
• Support from SEND specialists
• Support from yourselves



Pastoral Support

• We are aware that these decisions are big ones in the 
lives of your children. We are inviting you in so that you 
are as involved in the process as you can possibly be.

• There are a team of staff in Key Stage 3 that are happy 
to support whenever we can throughout this process.



Pastoral Support

• Many of you will already have our details but feel free 
to get in touch if you need any support or guidance.

• Communication is key for us so please stay in contact. 
You can do this via phone, email or through Class 
Charts.

• teamks3@oatforge.co.uk

mailto:teamks3@oatforge.co.uk


Compulsory subjects
Examined

● English Language

● English Literature

● Mathematics

● Science

● Geography or History

Non-examined

● PSHE (Personal, Social, Health, Economic Education)

● Physical education (practical)

● PRE (Philosophy, Religion and Ethics)



Optional subjects

● Students have an options sheet with a choice 

of additional subjects to study at Key Stage 4.

● Some subjects are those they study already, 

some are new subjects to them.

● Students will study 2 options subjects - we ask 

them to choose 2 and a reserve choice.

● The final blockings of the options will be built 

around the choices of the majority of students.



EBacc 
• The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is recommended by the Department of 

Education.

• It is not a qualification in its own right – it is a combination of GCSE 

subjects, including a language, that offer an important range of knowledge 

and skills to young people.

• The subjects that make up the EBacc are: English language, English 

literature, Maths, Science (trilogy or triple), History or Geography and a 

language.

• The EBacc gives students access to a full range of options when they leave 

school and a broad knowledge that both higher education establishments 

and employers are looking for.



Lesson time in KS4
● English Language / Literature - 5 lessons

● Mathematics - 4 lessons

● Science - 4 lessons

● Geography or History - 3 lessons

● Option subjects - 3 lessons each

● PSHE - 1 lesson

● PRE - 1 lesson

● Physical education - 1 lesson



How to find out about subjects

● Read the options booklet.



How to find out about subjects



How to find out about subjects

● Read the options booklet.

● Speak to staff who deliver the courses.

● Speak to older students who are on the 

courses.

● Careers Advice - Mrs Benson.

● Trial the subjects on the taster day.



Taster sessions

● Many subjects will be running taster sessions 

for all students in their normal lessons from 

Monday 4th to Thursday 7th March.

● Taster day - Friday 8th March 2024.

● Students have chosen 3 subjects that they 

wish to trial on the taster day.



Key dates

● Friday 8th March - Key Stage 4 taster day.

● Monday 11th March - Option sheets distributed to 

students.

● Monday 18th March  4.30pm-6.00pm – Options 

Consultation Afternoon.

● Friday 22nd March - Deadline for submitting final 

option choices.

● Friday 24th May – Letter sent home to parents 

confirming option choices.



If you have any 
immediate questions, 
please come and speak to 
us at the end ...



Home - Academy Communication

Claire.Davies@oatforge.co.uk - Associate Assistant 
Principal Logistics

David.Jenks@oatforge.co.uk - Assistant Principal KS3

Craig.Tyrie@oatforge.co.uk - Assistant Principal KS4

Natasha.Wiseman@oatforge.co.uk - Head of Year 9

James.Adams@oatforge.co.uk - Assistant Head of Year 9

Codi.Poyner@oatforge.co.uk - Year 9 Pastoral Leader

Dawn.Benson@oatforge.co.uk - Careers advisor
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