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VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS 
AT FORGE

CARE PATHWAY

BUSINESS PATHWAY

ACTIVE PATHWAY

BTEC Health and Social Care
Leading to careers in nursing, midwifery, social 
work, mentoring, counselling, psychology, youth 
work and teaching.

BTEC Business
Leading to careers in business, management, IT, 
administration, customer service, retail, finance,  
marketing, human resources and web design.

BTEC Sport
Leading to careers in sports science, 
physiotherapy, sport coaching and 
sport management.

CREATIVE PATHWAY

FLEXIBLE PATHWAY

BTEC Performing Arts and Music 
Leading to careers in music, theatre, 
performing arts, teaching and music or 
performance therapy.

BTEC Business with  
ICT/Sport/Music/Travel and Tourism
Leading to careers in business, management, IT, 
administration, customer service, retail, finance, 
marketing, human resources, web design, sport 
management and A&R.



FLEXIBLE PATHWAY 
In addition to the Business BTEC you can select 
one of the following three courses to make up  
your flexible pathway.
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Course Details
Title of Course:  
BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in 
Business

Examination Board: 
Edexcel

Periods of teacher  
contact time per week: 
10 hours

Independent study  
(additional to teacher contact): 
10 hours

Qualification after 2 Years:  
BTEC Diploma Business Studies

Assessment Information: 
External exam in Unit 3, internally 
assessed coursework and externally 
assessed controlled assessments.

Entry Criteria:  
GCSE Maths/English grade 4 or 
above and at least 4 other GCSE’s 
grade 9 - 4.

BTEC Level 3  
National Diploma 
in BUSINESS 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
First year of studies: requires the completion of 4 units of work.

Unit 1  Exploring Business - internal assessed coursework

Unit 2   Developing a marketing campaign - external controlled 
assessment

Unit 3   Personal and Business Finance - external examination

Unit 8   Recruitment and selection process - internally assessed 
coursework

Second year of studies: required the completion of 4 units of work

Unit 4  Managing an event - internal assessed coursework

Unit 5  International Business - internal assessed coursework

Unit 6  Principles of Management - external controlled assessment

Unit 19  Pitching a new business idea - internal assessed 
coursework

All units are related to the business world and will broaden your 
knowledge in how business operate in different functional areas.

AT A GLANCE
• BTEC Diploma in Business - part of the ‘flexible pathway’ at Forge

• Examination Board: Edexcel

•  Assessment: internal coursework, external controlled
assessment (January and resit opportunity June) and external
examination (January and resit June)

•  Entry Criteria: GCSE English grade 4 or above and at least 4 other
GCSE’s grade 9 - 4.

Staff:   Mrs s awan, Mr D P Morris, Miss C Bennett, Mr D Grimes, 
Miss J Newman

FLEXIBLE PATHWAY 
BTEC Level 3  
National Extended Certificate in ICT

BTEC Level 3  
National Extended Certificate in Music

BTEC Level 3  
National Extended Certificate in Sport



BUSINESS PATHWAY 
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Course Details
Title of Course:  
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Business

Examination Board: 
Edexcel

Periods of teacher  
contact time per week: 
15 hours

Independent study  
(additional to teacher contact): 
10 hours

Qualification after 2 Years:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma in Business

Assessment Information: 
External exam in Unit 3, Internally 
assessed coursework and Externally 
assessed controlled assessments.

Entry Criteria:  
GCSE Maths/English grade 4 or 
above and at least 4 other GCSE’s 
grade 9 - 4.

BTEC Level 3 NATIONAL 
EXTENDED Diploma  
in BUSINESS

COURSE DESCRIPTION
First year of studies: requires the completion of 4 units of work.

Unit 1  Exploring Business - internal assessed coursework

Unit 2   Developing a marketing campaign - external controlled 
assessment

Unit 3   Personal and Business Finance - external examination

Unit 8   Recruitment and selection process - internally assessed 
coursework

Second year of studies: required the completion of 4 units of work

Unit 4  Managing an event - internal assessed coursework

Unit 5  International Business - internal assessed coursework

Unit 6  Principles of Management - external controlled assessment

Unit 19  Pitching a new business idea - internal assessed 
coursework

Across the 2 years an additional 4 units are completed. 
Unit 7 Business Decision Making - assessed externally 
TBC  -  3 other optional units all internally assessed coursework

All units are related to the business world and will broaden your 
knowledge in how business operate in different functional areas.

AT A GLANCE
•  BTEC Extended Diploma in Business

• Examination Board: Edexcel

• 12 units of study

•  Assessment: internal coursework, external controlled
assessment (January and resit opportunity June) and external
examination (January and resit June)

•  Entry Criteria: GCSE English grade 4 or above and at least 4 other
GCSE’s grade 9 - 4.

Staff:   Mrs s awan, Mr D P Morris, Miss C Bennett, Mr D Grimes, 
Miss J Newman
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Course Details
Title of Course:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma in Health and Social Care

Examination Board: 
Pearson

Periods of teacher  
contact time per week: 
15 hours per week - 1 day per week 
placement in year 12

Qualification after 2 Years:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma in Health and Social Care

Assessment Information: 
External exams (3), externally 
marked and set controlled 
assessment (1) and internal 
assignments (9).  
Placement portfolio.

BTEC Level 3 National  
Extended Diploma in 
Health and Social care 

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The BTEC Level 3 in Health and Social Care is a work related 
qualification that combines work placements, college and external 
based assessment. Learners have the opportunity to experience 
placements which relate to health and social care as well as 
completing units in human lifespan development, infection control, 
promoting public health, working in health and social care plus 
many more.

PROGRESSION
•  Candidates who achieve this qualification will be prepared

to study a wide range of courses at degree level - nursing,
midwifery, social work, social care, social sciences and
primary teaching.

•  This qualification will support candidates working towards
careers in health and social care fields including nursing,
midwifery, social work, counselling and primary teaching.

AT A GLANCE
• BTEC National Diploma in Health and Social Care

• Examination Board: Pearson

• Assessment: Assignments/exams

WHAT FORMER STUDENTS SAY:
“ I love the placements and how they link 
with the work we do in college”

STaff:  Mrs T law, Mrs N south, Mrs V Reynolds-Whittaker, 
mrs H Iqbal-hussain, Miss N Wiseman and mrs M Siritham

CARE PATHWAY 
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Course Details
Title of Course:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma in Travel and Tourism

Examination Board: 
Edexcel

Periods of teacher  
contact time per week: 
15 hours 

Qualification after 2 Years:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma in Travel and Tourism

Assessment Information: 
This course is assessed through 
a combination of coursework and 
2 examinations. Assessment is 
undertaken through written reports, 
problem solving and role play.

Entry Criteria:  
GCSE English grade 4 or above and 
at least 4 other GCSE’s grade 9 - 4.

BTEC Level 3 
National Extended  
CERTIFICATE in Travel 
and Tourism

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This qualification is designed to support learners who want a two-
year, full-time course that meets entry requirements in its own 
right for progression to higher education courses in travel and 
tourism before entering employment. It can support learners who 
want to progress directly to job roles in travel and tourism.

PROGRESSION
•  Career/work opportunities: This is a work related qualification

designed to provide preparation for employment in the Travel and
Tourism industry
e.g. resort representative or manager, travel consultant, tour
guide, cabin crew, cruise liner staff, visitor attraction manager,
hotel manager and tourist information manager.

AT A GLANCE
• BTEC level 3 Pearson BTEC National Extended Diploma in Travel

and Tourism

• Equivalent to one A Level.

WHAT FORMER STUDENTS SAY:
“ Travel and Tourism widened my knowledge about the travel 
industry. My qualification has allowed me to get a job in the 
travel industry.”

“  I’ve always found the travel industry interesting. As soon as I found 
out I could do Travel and Tourism in school I jumped at the chance. 
I want to be either an air hostess or travel agent. This course gave 
me the skills to successfully carry on into my chosen career. Travel 
and Tourism has also given me more confidence in my part-time 
job. I now know how to deal with customers properly and what to 
do to provide good customer service.”

Staff: Mrs L Colwell, 
Mr S J Southern, Miss B Humphries

FLEXIBLE PATHWAY 
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in 
ICT can be selected in addition to the Business 
BTEC to make up your flexible pathway. 
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Course Details
Title of Course:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in ICT

Examination Board: 
Pearson

Periods of teacher  
contact time per week: 
5 hours

Independent study  
(additional to teacher contact): 
4 hours

Qualification after 2 Years:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate (Equivalent to one A level)

Assessment Information: 
There are 4 units on the course with 
3 being mandatory and 1 optional. 2 
of the mandatory units are assessed 
externally with one being a written 
exam. A learner’s final grade reflects 
their achievements across all units 
in their BTEC National course. Both 
internally and externally assessed 
units are individually graded as 
either Pass (E), Merit (C)  
or Distinction (A).

Entry Criteria:  
Maths/English at grade 4+ and a  
KS4 ICT qualification e.g. BTEC L2 
at Merit or Higher.

BTEC Level 3  
National Extended 
Certificate in ICT

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The BTEC National IT qualification is an ideal course for those 
students who are practically minded and want to learn how to 
use computers in different situations. The course is designed for 
learners who are interested in creating IT systems to manage 
and share information and how social media can be used in 
business. There are a variety of units to complete including: Unit 
1 – Information Technology Systems, Unit 2 – Creating Systems to 
Manage Information, Unit 3 – Using Social Media in Business and 
Unit 5 – Data Modelling.

PROGRESSION
•  Candidates who achieve this qualification will be prepared to

study a university course in ICT.

•  This qualification will support candidates working towards
careers in office based jobs that use industry standard software.
It is also ideal if you wish to go into an ICT technician role.

AT A GLANCE
•  BTEC Level 3 Certificate (AS), Extended Certificate (A2)

• Examination Board: Edexcel

•  Assessment: Unit 1 – Exam, Unit 2 – Controlled Tasks,
Unit 3 / Unit 5 – Internally Assessed

•  Entry Criteria: GCSE English grade 4 or above and a Key Stage 4
qualification in ICT.

WHAT FORMER STUDENTS SAY:
“  My favourite part of the course was learning about social media 

and how it can be used by a business.”

“  Setting up a real database system for a real user was great as 
I got to include a full working interface with buttons and macros.”

Staff: Mr N Kirby, mr j willets

FLEXIBLE PATHWAY 
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in  
ICT can be selected in addition to the Business 
BTEC to make up your flexible pathway. 

ALSO AVAILABLE ON AN A LEVEL PATHWAY
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Course Details
Title of Course:  
BTEC National Extended Certificate 
in Music

Examination Board: 
Edexcel

Periods of teacher  
contact time per week: 
5 hours 

Qualification after 2 Years:  
BTEC Level 3 extended certificate

Assessment Information: 
Students are assessed internally and 
externally completing assignments 
relating to the 4 units studied. Work 
in both practical and written are 
assessed on an ongoing basis. When 
pupils submit work they are awarded 
a Pass, Merit or Distinction grade. 
If pupils are unhappy with their 
grade, they can resubmit work on 
one occasion within 10 days of the 
original submission.

Entry Criteria:  
Students should have studied either 
GCSE or BTEC Music or Performing 
Arts achieving a grade 4. Students 
should have either singing or 
instrumental grades or should 
be able to show a good skill level. 
Students may need to audition to be 
accepted onto the course depending 
on prior experience and qualification.

BTEC Level 3  
National Extended  
Certificate in Music

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The majority of the work completed is practical and pupils will 
prepare various performances throughout the course. Students will 
need to create practice logs and diaries to show progress. Students 
must adhere to deadlines and ensure work is of a high standard. 

The units are as follows:

Unit 1:  Ensemble music performance techniques.

Unit 2:  Practical music theory and harmony.

Unit 3:  Professional practice in the music industry.

Unit 18:  Solo performance.

PROGRESSION
Candidates who achieve this qualification may go on to study Music 
Theatre or Performing Arts at University. It may also prove useful to 
pupils considering a career in the Live Music Industry as a teacher 
or in Music Therapy.

Staff:   Mrs j Brooks

CREATIVE PATHWAY 

OR FLEXIBLE PATHWAY 
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in  
Music can be selected in addition to the Business 
BTEC to make up your flexible pathway. 

ALSO AVAILABLE ON AN A LEVEL PATHWAY
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Course Details
Title of Course:  
BTEC Level 3 National Diploma 
in Performing Arts

Examination Board: 
Edexcel

Periods of teacher  
contact time per week: 
10 hours 

Qualification after 2 Years:  
BTEC Level 3 National Diploma  
in Performing Arts
Assessment Information: 
Students complete 4 units over the 
two years of the course and are 
assessed via coursework and video/
DVD evidence. Performing is a large 
percentage of the course and written 
work accompanies the performance 
aspect.

Entry Criteria:  
Students should have studied either 
GCSE or BTEC Drama or Performing 
Arts achieving either a Pass or grade 
4. Students may need to audition
to be accepted onto the course
depending on prior experience and
qualifications.

BTEC Level 3 
National Diploma  
in Performing Arts

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Students complete 8 units over two years.

Year 1

Unit 1:  Investigating practitioners work - Externally assessed

Unit 2:   Developing skills and techniques for live performance - 
Internally assessed

Unit 3:  Group performance workshop - Externally assessed

Unit 23: Singing techniques for Performers - Internally Assessed

Year 2

Unit 4: Performing Arts in the community - Internally Assessed

Unit 6 Final Live performance for an Audience - Internally Assessed

Unit 20: Developing the Voice for Performance - Internally Assessed

Unit 5: Individual Performance Commission - Externally Assessed. 

PROGRESSION
Candidates who achieve this qualification may go on to study 
Performing Arts at University or specialist Performing Arts 
colleges. It may also prove useful to students considering a 
career in the Live Theatre Industry as a teacher or in Performance 
Therapy.

Staff:   Mrs Brooks

CREATIVE PATHWAY 
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Course Details
Title of Course:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in Sport

Examination Board: 
Edexcel

Periods of teacher  
contact time per week: 
5 hours 

Qualification after 2 Years:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in Sport

Assessment Information: 
Two units in this course are online 
tests and are externally assessed 
through an exam. The other two 
units are internally set and consist 
of coursework that is completed. 
This can be submitted by written 
report, filming, presentation or 
photographic evidence.

Entry Criteria:  
2 grade 4’s in English, Maths 
and Science. Grade 4 in Physical 
Education or Level 2 Merit in Level 2 
BTEC Sport Award. 

BTEC Level 3  
National Extended  
Certificate in Sport 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is intended as an Applied General qualification, equivalent in 
size to one A Level. It is a two-year, full-time course that meets 
entry requirements in its own right for learners who want to 
progress to higher education courses in sport before entering 
employment.  You will study, Anatomy and physiology, Fitness 
training for sport, health and well being, Professional development 
in the sports industry, Practical sports performance.

PROGRESSION
This qualification can lead into areas in the leisure industry, sports 
management, sports coaching, fitness instruction and PE teaching.
At a glance

AT A GLANCE
• BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Sport

• Examination Bored - Edexcel

• Assessment: 1 Exam, 1 Scenario Based Exam, 2 Internally
assessed Coursework Units.

• Entry Criteria: 2 grade 4’s in English, Maths and Science. Grade
4 in Physical Education or Level 2 Merit in Level 2 BTEC Sport
Award.

Staff: Mrs D Benson, Mr S Chilton,  
Mr S crocombe, mr a hickinbottom, 
mrs A Dallison and miss R Birch

FLEXIBLE PATHWAY 
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in  
Sport can be selected in addition to the Business 
BTEC to make up your flexible pathway. 

ALSO AVAILABLE ON AN A LEVEL PATHWAY
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Course Details
Title of Course:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma in Sport

Examination Board: 
Edexcel

Periods of teacher  
contact time per week: 
15 hours 

Qualification after 2 Years:  
BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma in Sport

Assessment Information: 
Four units in this course are online 
tests and are externally assessed 
through an exam. The other nine 
units are internally set and consist of 
coursework that is completed. This 
can be submitted by written report, 
filming, presentation or photographic 
evidence.

Entry Criteria:  
2 grade 4’s in English, Maths 
and Science. Grade 4 in Physical 
Education or Level 2 Merit in Level 
2 BTEC Sport Award. 

BTEC Level 3  
National Extended 
Diploma in Sport 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is intended as an Applied General qualification, equivalent 
in size to three A Levels. It is a two-year, full-time course that 
meets entry requirements in its own right for learners who want 
to progress to higher education courses in sport before entering 
employment. You will study, anatomy and physiology, fitness 
training for sport, health and well being, professional development 
in the sports industry, practical sports performance, coaching for 
sports performance, research methods in sport, development and 
provision of sport and physical activity, investigating business in the 
sport and active leisure industry, skill acquisition in sport, rules, 
regulations and officiating in sport, technical and tactical demands 
of sport, exercise, health and lifestyle. 

PROGRESSION
This qualification can lead into areas in the leisure industry, sports 
management, sports coaching, fitness instruction and PE teaching. 

AT A GLANCE
• BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport

• Examination Bored- Edexcel

•  Assessment: 1 Exam, 3 Scenario Based Exams,
10 Internally assessed Coursework Units.

•  Entry Criteria: 2 grade 4’s in English, Maths and Science.
Grade 4 in Physical Education or Level 2 Merit in Level 2
BTEC Sport Award.

Staff:   Mrs D Benson, Mr s chilton, Mr S crocombe, 
mr a hickinbottom, mrs a dallison and miss R Birch

ACTIVE PATHWAY 




